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LONGFELLOW.

A MAN OF LETTERS AND A WORKER.

LIFE OF HENRY WADSWORTY LONGFELLOW.
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Edited by SAaMubL LOsGrELLOw, 2 vols. Sva. pp.
Ix., 433 vit, 481, Tiekeor & Co.

The lovers of Longfellow would huve chosen, it
gheir preference had been asked, just snch a simplo
yecord of his beantiful life as the care of a brother
has bore given us.  Almost the whale story is toldl
by the poet's own pen. in correspondence with his
family and friends, and in transeripis from tue in-
teresting jonrual which he kept from the time of
his first visit to Enrope at the age of twonty almost
auntil the close of his life at the age of soventy-five.
No portrait of o sweet and noble charaeter conld he
wmore life-like thin that which he lias nnconsciously
drawn of himself in these dianes and letters,  The
likeness is perfeet ; the narrative is nearly complete ;
and the biographer has shown  adudrable tact
and sympathy by making no sttempt to amprove
thom, Only where a fow parazraphs or notes are
necessary to fill gaps or explaiu allnsions does the
Rev, samnel Longfellow allow himsell (o appear
upon the seene, and then lis remarks are always
apt and fnebicions,  He givesa charming skoteh of
Henry's hoxhood and early howe associntions, His
father, =tephen Longfeilow, an vininont lawyern,
somewhat distingnished also in politics, was a Ttigeh-
Yred pentleman of the ol school, whn bronzht up
Jus children *in babits of respeat amd obedicnes,
of unseliinliness, the dread of debt, and tlie faithiul
performance of duty.” His mother wasa cheerinl,
gentte. dovoat, Iovingsoil, fond of poctry atnd mnsic
gensitive to the aspocts of nature, a fijend to ull the
poor, and the conlidant of Ner obildvon,  There were
books and maste iz the home at I'ortland, where
Mr. Longfellow's lilrary contini Jd =hakespeare,
Milton, Pope, Dayiden, Phomison, Goldsmlth, the
Speotator and Kambler, Rasselus, the Lives of the
Yoeots, nme, Githbon, Hebertson, and othier stanad-
aril hooks of that time, as well as the writings of
Mrs. Hannah More for Sund when profane lit:
erntnre was forbddden,  Hepey m wle #n early ne-

quaintance also W ith 1on Yuisote, aud, Like many |

other boys, he psed a1 one time togo abont declnii-
ing the winds thetorie of Osslan. Bt what he
afterward ealled his « irst book.” that is the one
which above all others lirst {ascinated s imagina-
tion and satisficd lis mind, was * The Sketeh Book ™7
of Washington Irving. On Suuilays there were two
pervices at the old First Pavish meeting-honse
(Unitartan’, from which none of the family were ex.
cused excent in ease of sickness.  In wmter Henry
rust have often earried for his mother the httle
winch tried to'warm, thoe

foot stove winrmed, o

Longiollow pew : in sarmer e carrtol @ lmneh of |

flowers, On Sanday afternoons e fonr sous anil
fonr danghters gathered avound the mothier, to read
in varn from the big Bible, and to lock at its rude
pietores: sl in the eveningd the family sang ™ St
Martin's,” and “ Dandee,” awd © Brattle Strest,”
or other hymns from the “ Brulgewaler Colleetion,”
Far wook-lays, (here was o plano in the parlor,
where % The Dattle of Prague,” * Washington's
Mareh” and otlier fumons music of the period,
wight often be hieand, aml Nenry Joined with the
yest 10 stieh songs a8 “ trienal’s Banks " and * Hon-
nie Doon.”” Dancing was not thouehit amisd at
home, to the tupes of * Money Musk "and * Fisher'a
Horupiy Iu the evening the chitdren studiol

thieir lossnns together aroand the sitting room
|

tablo: then 1here were
haps exenrsions into the kitelien, where the erane
hung over the glowing embers in th Lirond old
ficepluce,  Sometines thore were hailday exour-
giona to the farm of Lirandfatier Longfellow at
Gorliam, o fow nnles from Portland. whth fanons
{un at haying betrving, ond corn-hosking times.
The grandfather Was judie of the Court of Com
oot Plais, a fine-iosine, portly gentleman in the
old-style  Gress,  ong-skirted  waisteoat, stnull-
elothies, wnrl whilte-topped boots, Lis laie tied be-
Bynd oo etuly, witli black ribbon,

Henry wis o lively, bandsome by, with hrown
or chestnug linir, Wie eves, a delivite ecominlexion,
and 1o checks; nsitive, netive, fpetipons,
aflectionate, fra higli-minded, remarkald;
seinntions, orderly, industtions awd persevenine,
o was the life of the honse, and alwaes stord witl ]
at welionl,  Althongh s dlsposition was petive amd
joyons, he had an nncongueralis distike to lowd
noises and rude eopany. Oueo,  hoving been
tempted to go ont shooting, be nearly hroke his
beart by killing a solin—a  teigedy which so
aftected b that he never tried to shoot again, At
1bo Portland Academy hors anil givls wore edieated
tozethor, and Longfellow has left a potiical e
yienito of pueliles 110 Deering's Woolda with scime

of the gentler couspatilons of fs standies,
f <Iuieew ol ol 200 enrly loves
& 0! oves
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Dok Wit Subieasl =souml, ¢
Jot b it

vmes till lied-tine, or per- |

e entered Bowdoim College at the age of fifteen, |

in the saine class with s Lrother Steplion and with
Nuthunie)  Hawthopmes.  Strancely cuongh, ul
thoneh Hawthorne became a very anoid friend of
Etephien Louglellow's at this time, bo formed po
futinney with Heury antil many years aftenwanl
Hesiry is deseribed on a genial and wittsome vonng
wan. with a elear exve, a prolusion of waving hirown
hair. o slight Lol
gentlewan, and u character alpsolntely alpve re
proach. He wia an exedlent student, with a
warked preferenes for the be Corre.
spotdence with Niis mother contaios gome ingenants
critical remarke neon the postry of Gray, with
which he seems to bave then mads  aequantanee,
and he warmly aefends the aathor of the® Elegy
fron the * partial wnd uneandid  eriticisms of Dr,
Jobuson, To mauy readers indeed the eurnest ad
copions letters writen by the w collegian to lus
futher und mother a8 to his best friends, who ap-
A4 wll histastes aud shaved in bisaspirations,
1 tho mwost attractive portions of the
begun to write vorses early @ hut his
first atterpts were not remarkable, and althouzh a
few of the best of Ris eolloge pleces wa abfterward
fpeladsl in collvetions, he wade uo male as i poet
nutil the appestance of “ The Psalm of Lile
he was thirty-one years old. His poctleal gening
matured very slowly, barsting fueth at lust inte
full Bloom with handly a premonibion. He had
fisod his eart, however, npon & Jiteriyy cater oven
Yefore hovhomd was over, and he wrote frecly on
this suigect to his futhar, who, in view of the s ¥
rewards of litorary Iabor half n century ago, was
natnraily anxious that bis son shonkl huve some-
1hine mote substintial to depend npon. The way
was ¢leared by o propoeaition from Howdoin College
1o appoint bim Professor of Modern Langnagpes, atter
ke shonld bave spent some time in Evrope fitting
Yiimseli for the position—an offer which might have
Besn rash if e liad not been endowed with n spee d
taate and aptitinde for sequiring langnages.

The fucts of hils public course wfter this aro soan
told. Three delightiul yearsof wandering and
stady in France, Spala, Italy, wnd Gerniiny—years
which bore rich frait later although they saw little
immediate work from his pen—were toilowed by
five bnsy yoars at Bowdoin, dyring which he pub.
Yishied # Gutre Mer " and wrote a grest deal of serious
prose for reviews and mogazines. Then eame the
wolcome transfer to the Professoraliip of Modern
Langaszes at Harvand, und another year of prepar-
atory study in Earope, this time chictly in Germany,
He beld the Harvard professorsbip for twenty
years, and reslgued it into the hands of his friend
Lowell beratse it interfersd too mucl with lus po-
etical work, Murringe ; exquinite domestic hnppi-
niess broken oy crushing sorrows; more travels
ahroad, sometimes o the shadow of gric!, some-
{imes in sunsiing, nt uever again wo  AuSBeol 10
the spirit of the first romantie exoursion-—-thes, are
the only ontward incldents of u life which beenjue
inespressibly denr to all readers of the English lin-

apgo, nisd was honorod on both sides of the occan
o8 mo other literary life Las been exeept that of lrv-
imge,  For the vest the blography of Lonutellow is
wade up of the history of Lis poems, the growth of
his faune, and the chironicls of bis friendships.  Jlis
howme fetters give o tveinating pictuie of his first
Eurgpoan jonrney, when a thonsnd strange sighits
and sounds, which mueh tiavel and many books
bave now wnnde fumilisr to all the prosaie world,
appoaled with fresh powoer to his fpressionable
and imaginative mind,  Ile went everywhere with
a serious purpose bat o light henrt, pursuing his
studicawith unlngging energy, and suatching ot nll
inpocent pleasures by the way withau eqnally untivs
fng zoest. Hero s askotoh, iua letter to his broghor
Btephen, of a pedestriau excursion in France:

[ recolleét that at sunest I nad entered a path
which wonuna through o wide viweyard where the
wiilugers were still it their lubors, and 1 was loit-

r;n ulong, talking with the prasautry aud searc
tns fm i wuberge Lo pass the night iu. 1 was pres-

figie, che manners of ¢

R T

ently overtuke by n band of villagers: 1 wished
thein & good evening, and finding that the girls of
thie party were znln: ton villnge at a short distanee,
1 joined mesoll to the band. I wanted to get into
onw of the cottages, if powsible, fo order to study
eharacter. 1 had a flute in my knapsack, an
thonght it would be very preity io tonch “F ata
cottage door, Goldsmith-like—thongh 1 wonld not
have done it for the worll without an invitition,
Well, bofors long, 1idetermined to get an invita-
taom, if possible, So [ addressad the girl who was
walling heside me, tolid her I Liad a llute in my
wnck, and nxked hor if she wounld like to dance,
Now luneh long and Joud ! What do yon snpposc
her answer was T She said she Lked to dance, hat
sho dul not know what a flnte was? What linvoe
that made among my romantie ideas! My anictns
wasnnde: 1said nomore abione a finte, the w holo
jomney through and 1 thooght nothing bat stpr
vintion woulid deive me to strie up at the enlrancs
of o villago, as Goldsmith did.

Spuin was the conntry which delightad=him
most. Theve be learned to speak Spanish w ith
traordinary ueney and pog ity takine many o lesson
from the lipsof a pretty  girl —for evorywhere hoe
niidle cordial friends,  He tormed n elerishod ae-
quamtanceslip with Washineton fryving and was
wirmly reeeived Ly Afexanger byt thew United
Sfates Minister at Madrid. In af lse re
fused to veturn to Spain lest he <houlid break the
spell of this men e visit, e wrote to lis
<ister from Gotiingen: “ My pontic earcer is fin-
isliodd,  Sypes 1 loft America 1 have Bandly put twa
lines tozether,” Dt this wis nol pertinedd v el
of defection, The long inten wption of Nis poctical
activity, estending, with oniy alight outbronks of
BONE, OVET RUVOTNT FOUTS, Wils  chiisd I by elose ap-
plication to severer stmiies, 1t covered tho period
of lits lite when, if Le was uot L i Wik
most upiformly cheerful It was only aiter e had
known real sutfering, in the lossof his Hrst wile,

tho
ex-

or yeuls

1

jest, o

that the pengiye maood, wiiel lus oapliest admirers |

found so deticions in lils writings, hiwan to allect
Liia views of lite, nnd that snch entries as the fol-
Iowing appearad now and then in lus diary s

stl Moped sl groped alont, nuwell Ieteetod
it sunsliine i the wonl, Cunpot Lring my _I..|11|I
to work. Prepared introdactory locture o Fanst
tor Monday.

Geh. i choir ot elinreh ta-day shanlng I howled
instesdd of simging: all barsh and oot ol tue, Lin
portant ! bat whio likes to st o Uhose narooy pews
withh his knees cvooked, and then bitve wyery nerve
in bim guiver in aeny 7 )

1oth, Perhnns thie worst thing inoa eollege life is
this by e vour mind eonstantly o playaaate for
binvk—oonstantly  adaptivg itsell Lo then, dnstedd
ul strele T Al grappline with tien's minils,

This was written Just as be began  Hyperion.”
In the saae year with that work (1 appuired
the eollection of his poems entitlod % Voiees of the
Night,” and it isat thispoint that ks caveer af &
poet mag be saiil o Degin, 1lis own referenons to
liis plecos are hried aud heantilnily muodest, and ho
Jdoas mot often tell us what be thonght of them.
Jint sometimes Le mentions an interesting faot or
&0 i1 contieetion with theiv origin,  Here isn pass-
age from the diavy for 15652

Decahor 6. A beantifal holy morning within
mre. 1 was softly exeited, 1 knew not why g nnid
wrote wilh peaes momy et atd not witghont tears
i my eves, * The Lea nit the Flowers, @ Psalu ol
Peath.’ 1 hnvee bl an i f this kindl dn my mind
for n lona time, w ithont 1 e any  expresston for
it in words,  Uhis motning 1t seamad 1o ery atallize
At shien, witheat any IDII--I'I _h[ Hiy W, .“' wonlil
seewm a8 if thonelits, like phiitilien, bive ther pet Tinls
ol gestation, and then are born whether wo will or
not.,

Teh 1
{he Kuiekerboeker, having in the i
a letter from Clark.  Added two stanzas, Dissutis-
flod with them snd stynck  them out leaving the
piece as it camoe Zom my wind yestorday in & gunh.

Another of Lis most popular pocnis was, Tike this
the result of & sudiden access of feeling: ¥ Bofare
clireh wrote # The Arrow and the Sone,” whirh
came ingo my mind as 1 stood with my back to the

1

fiee, amd glanesd pnto the paper wit row v speed

o tho afternoon eopied * The Reaper ?  for
marniug recmved

ernry plans in my brain,” he wrote in 1830, “ First,
I shall publish a eollgetion of poems. Then, —
History of English Pootry. Studies in the Manner
of Clande Lorraine, s saries of skotches, tonnt
Cagliostro, & novel, The Saga of Hakon Jarl, @
poem.” Nine years later his binin was fall of
something very ditierent from all those subjrots:
15th, DBought gouday At Inrnham’s,  the
bowguniste. & copy of Mlle. de Scudery's Grawd
Cyrns,  Here it stands—ten solid volnmes, of from
one thionsand to fiteen lindred pages each, I liave
a Jeoen dvlight it lovking at it How iv brings back
U Sivole de Lowis X1 V.o—the antique chairs, the

hngge elimsners atd the meagre tire the parks, the
ul conrt-vards: the hrocades, the nlames ; the

LAV
:Ii.'nnnm thie cayaliers, the apvient loves! ) .
1ath. We sojourn still with  Crabbe in his
gh., W ful scouss! alwiys on the
cold, geay sl A, what slpess!

I have my bien noso fell of the age of Lonis
dramatie rowance 1 proovse. and
Jinve long proposed o wiite, that 1 eanuot bring
WE AN Lo any more eleviten thene, . ovidentiy
does not tunk very well of the n. But hetter
write it ont and b it than have ot remain ond
tarn me. In fact o good many seenes are alreadly

written,

How surely his own sorone goold sense alwnys
saved im from such impending mistakes! Tong-
fellow pever failed to select in the end the work
whiel bost sitited i,

o was sparing of eriticism uvon other writers.
In the maiurer vears of bis life be adopted o rale ol
ot giving an opinien spon MSS, stlpaittm] to hun

a rale which hores made necessary—but even in
his dinry the hugments upwn Jiim hiterary eonteim-
poraries are peinarkably few, althongh he sectiny to
ldie. This 18 the more to be
w his etintactorizations aro nsaally
very sithtle, very teise and very compreliensive,
1is appreciation Ferson grew slowly amd
probahly  pever amonnt J tea geanine mlish, In

14t
NIV, anil the

figve repl
veerel tsd, bee

ol

[ Yikpix to estimate,

true pictnre of lifs, moreover, ny true s those re-
fleetions of the trees sedd banka that 1 used to see
o the Coneorid; but refined to a higher dewcron
than they, as if thy reflvction were ituolf reflected.
Nohody bt yoursell would dare to Write so clulqt
a hook ; nor eonld ung pther saneesed in it t is
entirely original, n book by itaclf; o trme work of
gening il sver there were onm, Andd wot [ shonlil not
wouder if_many pesple (confonnd them !l weze to
see no set matter in it In fact it donbt whether
anyhody elso liws enjoyed it so much os f, altnoneh
I linve hieard or seen toun but fayorable opinions,
I «h mld like to have written a long notice of it,
and wonld bive doneso for The Salei Advirkiser ;
Lirk, vn the strength of my notiee of ryangelino
and some half dozen other books, [ have been ac-
cuseil of & conpaotion with the editor<hip of that
paper, and of writing political orticles-—w» liieli I
never disd one singls time in my life! 1 mnst ton-
foas this stivs up a litthe of the devil withio e, to
find myseif iunted by these political bloodhoands.
I they succem) in getting me out of omiee. I wil
surely muolate some of them, . . Thisl will do,
t o< an act of ingividual vengoanen, bat in yonr
they will hnve vie
livtesel Al snviotity of the
Loth, in difterent degrees, f

thomd to which we
wlonz. Tt not elnim
to bo o poet: and yet T eanuot bt feel it sommn of
thie e padiioss of that charaeter asdheres to mo, and
pngbit to bhe respected inoe, nnless [ step ont ol s
flmunitive, . . . have often thought that
thete mnst be o good deal of enjoviment in writing
personal sative; but, never having felt the slighit-
eat 1 owill toward any hnwan being, 1 have hit har-
to boen debarred from this peculior sonree of s
nre, O 1 mean 1o comd anid dine with you, the
pest time vou invite, and Hillard gaitl e would
wome, b,
Ever vour fricud,
NoaTit. HaWrHoRse,
Lavpproor, May b1, 1855,
SHLLOW s | ang very sorry yon are not
presont, botlon my own i ohint
Yon ought to b in beland to wathior
r, 1 think, than yol sre
b anytlig ke
Hureow school-
i formal vole
tof the

Dean Lox
coning over
wnl yours.
voor fame—wlieh is grepte
No other pooet
vonr voume. L you lear how the
v, i fow months o, deeiilid Iy
ins | nnderstood) that vou are the first poe

the loptare on Greast Men (15421 ho foad ©amany [0 0 ke goeat play ot hmner tibles by s
thates to aliork the sensitive our anid heart.” ‘Fne | of yon.  kvery lady awpecially the  younusr ones
volumo of  Vocms, howeyer (L=}, elicits the | —enters on the tovie with enthisiasm : pud iy per-
Woswing adi , nt wonad knowleage of you sheids o Instre on eysell,
B A Sl S e e 1o over anil see thess people !
It gave ns the keetiest pleasnre s though many of | - Don't you think that the autamn miy L the
| thy piceen piesent themseives Sphinx-like. and, | golden nge both of the tntellect aud the jmagina-
*atrneeii ot free thet Bindee-ports,” ofter o | giont You, certomly, grow richer and deeper ot
vors: Tila at and  elnllenge  yonr  andwer. | gyery stop of yonr advianes in lite. 1 shull be wlad
Fhvonghat e vodtine, vhr hoihe golden mist | go think that T too v improve— that, (or instance,
it sublimation of fauey e bright veins of | gjare may be something raddion, wirm ul more
purest  poetry, like mvers  ronnimg throngh | genial, 0oy later (raitage. 1t s goud for the
weadows, Tmly. n rive volite: With  many | morsl natine of an American to live in Eaatanil.
FEqinit yie in it aeone whiel T shou'd singie | qpong a nore simple aod natursd people T oamy

Laterally o sprovisation” A eavious Lierary pro- |

ject—which wits not carrisd ont- s diselosed in a

leiter to ienrye W areonn:

I have Lroken gronnd in a new fleld ; wanlvs
bl luds, o with the  * Wreok of  the
sehounet Hesprrns, o the recl of Normat's Voe,
1t thie great storm of a foptmght ago, 1 shill senil
it Lo anine newspagar, ) think 1 shull write more.

Uhe natiouad ballwd s » virgin soil here in Neow:
Ealand s sl there are great mutorials, Hesiides,
fgTent n vof working apoan the people’s

[ am going to huve it ponted on ashect,

sourse penre on it 1 odesiren new sensi

Nat. Hawthorne
fnuehs and says,

ol Crities. )

L'aiton

y amid @ pew ot
tiesled with thie blea.
w [ wonlin't”

Husethorne was mote sangnine than the jovial hat
senwible Vetton,  The diary says, January, Isdu:

Jih, Hawthorne came to pass the evening. We
lal o long eonversat onon literatinee. Ho aueins
to write a ohilils book. Tiold hoo of my ballad,
attd thnt Taeant to 8 L L A TR towitlh
a meture un top, Hke otler llads, Hedsdelighted
with the itea s and says e wiil distrihate them e
every skipper of every eraft he hoards i bis ons
tom-honse ditins, su a8 (o lvir theld ¢ riticisns
Hitard auid Felton came late, and  we Biadd @ privaa-
unt sapper.

w This Galiten Legend,” as most proplo Know, wias

pever diesigneml to be a hook by itseif, althoweh it
wits pralilished separately, bt it wis ni mided trom
the st to acenpy the place whieh it now Liodils ns
the secomnd partof a titlogy, To a lady who adiiired
it Loug vlluw wrote:

I hve endeavored to show in it
thintes, that throngh the darkness and corraption of
thie Muded e Ages van a bright, de sirean of Faitli,
strotg enough for all the exigencies ol Iifv aml
deatl,

v opder to do thia, 1 had to intreduee oxotiue por
tiow of this duarliness aud corruption i lniek
peonnd, 1 sare v will be glad to koo that
the monk's sormon 18 ot wholly ol niy own dnven-
tion.  Ulte worst passtge in 1t s from o smon o
Fra Gabrieln Barletta—an Lakian preacher of the
Eui ith eente

Vhio * Miraels Play 7 45 fonndad
plial Gospels of James and The Infu

ot this amd thie sermon show los
were butdiod in ® the days of long ago.”

Echues of the voeilerous discnssion abont Enalish
hexamuters, Tained by the pablication of * Evan-
eoline,” will be found in the letters and diary, lint
they did not wvex the poet’s placid mind,  The
opinion of poetical exports wis strotigly in his
avor. Pothnps the most effective answer to Ui
abioctrs is maele by the poot hinigell 1o @ passage

| Ho trd pitting s sxtract (vom the
sorond cantoof Part 1L into the common vhiymed
pontameters, and this was tho prodoct of the ex-

among other

an the Ayonry-
sy of Chrest
anctil thetnvs

periment :
o o spray that overhung the styean,
The mockitg-tnd, awsaking from bis dream,
Ponredt sueh delirions wuste tron his throat
That all the wir secmed lstenineg to Lis hote,
Phintive w1 the song began, aod slow ;
1t hreatlc sduess, aud ol poin and woe :
Then, gathering is nutes, abroad be Hung
Tho multitndmons mosie from his tongue,—
As, alter showers, a sudden gnst again
1 pun the leavos shlies down the rattling rain.
Compars this austeul, but certaioly not ear-
« tragment, and what Dr. Holmes calls the
w elattoring edstanetsof frequent rhiyme” with the
splendid  awovement of the Lexameters, a8 tle
prissage stauds in the pulidished posi «
Tlen, trom o neighboring thicket, the mocking-
bipd, wildest of anl_)f('r».
Swinging uloft ona willow spray that nong o'er the
waler, _ .
Shovk trom lis little throat such foods of delirions

haunt

musie,

That the whele air and the woods and the wavas
seemed silout to liston,

Plantive at first wore the potes and sad; then
ROAT NE 1o tua dness

Seemed they to tollow or giide the revel of fronzied
Bueehantes,

Then single uotes were heard, in sorrowfal, low
lamentat.on

Till, havisg gathored them all, he fuug them
abiroad i derision,

As when, after a stor, a gust of wind tlhrongh the
tree-tops _

Shakes down the rattling rain inou erystal shiower
on the binnibes,

No lover of pustiy can lesitate to comuend the
poet’s proferance so far a8 Lhis fine pussuge iy con-
cerned, An smusing commentary ou the uses of

| flye hexnmeter oceurs some years lator in a letier of

Longlellow’s to Georgs W. Greene:

Lord Derby, in his preface, ridicnles hexnistors,
and thiuks there 18 no salvation outside ol YWank

verse. Mo truuslates ghe lust live of the [iad
thines
« giyoly ware the rites to gloslous Hector patd.™

epithet there
1y an bhesameter

Porthe one cnaracteristic Houw

wiaw not roow enough in the hoe,

e thery ds:

guch wete the fupersl riles ol Heotor, the Tamer of
ulsey.

It {8 odd enoigh that a man who had the * Derhy ©
pamed after Bim, or his, shonld have omitted the
stabile o compistely in s version,

It i= an ilustration of Langlollow’s absorption in
the lite rary life that un the very duy which saw the
completion of Evangeline™ he bedan to write
w Kavanagh” He was ueverat o losa for themes,
Foven from his collegs days hin mind wus always
full of literary projects. At one time he meditated
over the establishment of a pewspaper in Boston,
as an organ of the higher calture, & plan which
fortunately for himself and for the world never
got beyoud the meditagive stage, “ Have great Lit-

| ja reflected in the fapts that he foond bis friend

at = Momtoue,” * hirenody.” * The Humble-bee"
a4 contiinng i ool thie guintessance of poety,

And v still finer teibnge is peoned in 1840

Another of Eamercon’s wonderful leotnres. The
sibjoct, ® fusniraton s the leeture ftsetf an flus.
tration of the theme,  Emerson is like 2 beantiful
partieo, noa lovely seene of tatnte, We stand ex-
vectant, walting for the High-Priest to come forth ;
andt 1o, (here eomes o gentle wina from the portal,
wwollinge annl sabsiding : aml the blossoms and the
vinm lsmves shake, and fur away down the gresn
tiolds the grasses bend and wave:; awml wo usk,
WAV hen will the igh-Pricst eome foreh anid soveal
to tis thes wrath ¥ anl tho diseiples say, ¢ He
alread gonn forthy, amid is vonder in the meadows,”
Andl the trath B wis to 1 veal 17 %1t is Naturs,
nothing moiw”

Lowell, Hawthoruse, rescott, are
sttty revnrring in the poet’s pages, but what livtle
comnetit is matdo tpoa theie weitings s alight and |
ensual,  This is obyvionsly not through lack of sym-
patliy, bt rather the Tesult of & by wpat liy s oo
and personal thnt it scemed hartly satural to ex-
preas it Only of # The Marble Faun" Longlellow
writes that it 8% q wondertnl book, but with the
aldd dadl pain i ot that rune throngh all Hawthorny's
writings" Of Tennyson's % Prizcess ™ he snys:

Pields camne ont an the afternoon, aml brought
me an Engish copy of Teanyson's new povin, ¥ 1he
Prineesa” 1. read 1t in the evemng  Strange
cnough ! muniversity of women! A gentle satire,
i thie easiest and post dowing blank verse, with
tive delicions unebymeld songs and many exquisite
pussaires, 1 went to bed alter i, with delightinl
Uritar Teoeine Gy ears, yo! half disappointed i
the pocas, thoaeh ot kuowiog why, There isa
dimcordant ntote s wher .

Of & later yolwne by the lanreste le writes

names  con-

splindoss o1 song thern are in. King
vednme! It ois alwavs o delieht to
wi anything from him, His = Holy Grail ™ and
Cowerls Cathebial™ ure epongh foroa holiday,
and ke thia one notable. With sueh “ gowd
winrlis * von can go forward 1o mest the New Yoeur
with a etmscienoe volid of reproael,

How perfectly Longtellow’s lovely temperament

rnsky
'S new

Iackeray's * Vanity Fair™ n disagmeable bonok,
that be veeoiled w bt tie from tha coars npany ol
W Barnabe  Hadee” and, still more noteworthy
jneldent, thiat when Lowell read to him his * Fable
for Crities” he prononnesd ity in the diary, * full
of [ag, gl with very troe portraits, as soen Jrom
fionl st He speke ouly withl Kindness of Poe
i less, tndead, it wins unkind to say, on the appear-
e of *a superh pommn by Lawael,—To  the
Past P o 1 e goes on in this way, Poe will saon
ppgin to ponnd himt When Willsam Cailmuore
wimmne<, 1 he Sonthern novelist, palilishsl an abnsove
rtiele on Longtolluw’s pueirs, thie poet ouly wroto :
W | eonsitder this th t original and inventive of
all his fietions” Heas habitnully S0 serene amd
Eindly that when a flash of sharp eriticlon now
sl then eseapes Ling weo feel obdiged to thy editon
for stytking ont the npme of the yietun, It wonla
fave seetned ke an implety to the deqd to ding
teom his ey o word which condd wonnd,

W g inelined to say that, after atl, the highest
cluirt of these voltimes i in their record of Long-
fellow's friendiips, Into what noble company
they hring us!  How tuspiriting are the aniluences
wlieh Noaw from bried chroneles of  thiat
Cambridae cirelo, whiss lnstre hus nover been
proachind 1 Amerivan soojety, anil i3 not likely
We b there o conjunetion
wlhieli mny pever voenr again. - conecntration or
literary and seholustic wetviay ina town woll
adapted to quiet pursuite;  the calmisation of the
wiwat brilliant epocl of onr literary  history in the
gitiitancous appearance ol & compauy of Hins-
trious poets, storians, essavists, phi osophers aml
wry of whont chianeed o be also

the

Ly b sibistn peepi bl i

el 0 HE e
giltsl with capeeinl personal attractiveness il
the riptnlag of @ season of goneral wental upheaval
and aspiration in thot day of kigh ideals which ush-
crod in tho new, free, heroie Ameriea. I the splen-
did intellectual lite of that place and time the
Lrightest tignre is Longfellow's.  To' the whole
cirele Lo was adways the dedrest friend.  The moem
arands of the meetings by bis stinly fire s the metry
enppers whese jest kept company with poctical
discussion : the strolls by the miver and the eea;
the gatheriggs in Boston whers Felton's unfail-
ing humor, Lowell's tasbing wit, Holmes  with lis
delightiul  quips and rhymes, Agassiz with his
simple bonhomie and  NWeaming face, Swimner with
his low of forcign reminiseenco amd his patriotio
fervor, made bangoets which seem to ns now al-
most ke the feasts of the immortals -the skeleton
story of all these haleyon daysand nighits fusvinites
ns with its snggostions while it tantalizes ns by its
brovity. Nor the roll of celebritics by any
means confined to thoaes of our own contry ; for the
list of Longfollow's visitors—if not of the guests of
the whole Cambridgs cirele—includes aliost every
foreigner of note who came to the | nited States in
s time.

The letters of friendship printed in these volumes
incluae u pretty full correspondence with Georgns
W, Greene, mostly on literary topies; with Charles
Sumuger, tonehing freely upon public questions;
with Emerson: with Hawthorne; with Samnel
Ward ; with James 1. Fielda: and with Fordibaud
Freiigrath.  Hawthorne's tirst letters are souio-
whut formnl, but his reserve soon meited in Long-
fellow's snshine. On Wis appoiatment to the Sulem
Custow Howse Le wroto:

It Ligs pleased Mr. Hancroft (knowing that what
little nhbiiity 1 huve is aitogetbor adapted to aoilve
Hiot to otter mo the post of Inspeetor i the Boston
Custom House ; and | i going to aveept it with os
meh contidenes iy suitableness for it as Sancho
Paza bd in his gubernstorial qualiicatious, |1
Lisve 1O Pedson to !!nul-t my capacity to [ultii the
dutios, tor I don't know what they are. . .
Tliey tell e that o considernble port:on of my thue
will e nnoceupied, the whieh | mesn to employ io
phetohes of Iy new sy perienees, under =omne such
titles us fullows @ % Passages in the Life of o Unstow
Haouse Oilicer,™ ® =2oenes in Dock,” Nihblinus of a
Whart 2at,” * Irints ot a Tide-waiter,” ® Rumanre
of the Revenue Serviee”; togethier with an ethical
work, in twe volumes, on the sabject of [uties—
the first volume to treat of moral and peligioos
daties, and the second of duties iposed by the rev-
enue lnws, which 1 alrendy bogiu to cotsider as
wnel the most Luportaue class!

A day or two before his removal fon the Salem
Castom House Huawthorue wrote to Longfellow w
atill moro wuteresting letter, which we copy aloug
with n charaoteristie letter from Liverpool :

Crston Hovse, Jube 3, 1540,

Drar Lovavrttow : [ meant to Lave wiitten
you hefore now abont Ky anagh, but bave hnd no
Yuict time daring my lottar-wiiting hours, nnd aow
the fresliness of my thonghts has exhaded away. N
i8 & moat precions nud rure book @ ow i i
bunch of Bowers, and as stwple s one Hoser. A l

Laa

kelves, Al an excellent moral notriment: se 18
Fnglish muotion: amd perhapa the clivet of both
will b wisilile in iy next roanese,
Tenly vours, Natn, HawrTHoRNE,

The record of out poot's papnlurity would not o
complete withont an acconnt of its penaltivs, Here
are o few examnles of what he hwul to eridure:

{eh. I the twilight, aovisit from o venidor of ps-
sitiees, who offered o grent bareain ;. npmely, that
B woithl give e ote dollar's worth of Lis essenees,
and tslionld write for him a poetical apistle to Jenny

Lind asking ¢hatiey du his behalf, stupid dole! ig
took we some time Lo nake bingeomarelinng the in-
deeeney of his belinvior. Trul® an ignoble Yankee

158 viery fgnoble heine,

Dist, A letter from o yonth in the town of MeLen-
onsville, Tonnes<weo. asling no less than this:

wmame directinng as o n conrss of reiling: what
anthors iy pootey, in romance, in philesophiy : yonr
opmion of Kant and Curlgle, fully. 1'les ke
stiggestions, such o wonll IiL'--Iy L beneticinl ta a
voung man entering npon |ife's serions responstinl-
ities, Wisning to form a =ty e most congenial to his
tasta ™!

Tl Mr, ——-—. phronologist, eallad just hefore
dinuer, and asked me to et bim stay und dine—
whieh of vourse Ldid not refuse. I uover saw Lim
L fore,

Wiy will people write o T—strangers  mostly,
makite strange fequests,  Hers, now, is a letier
whicn 1 shall not suswer: the writer, entirely on-
Kuown, suys—

“ Now | want von to write men fow lings for a
vomtie Lndv's albom, to e written as nn Aerostie to
vead My Dearest e, 10 yon will please fnbgine
vourselt a voung mnn loving o beantitul young
wiby, who lins promised to e 1= wite. ans, then
write us yon warthl for yoursslf, yon will mueh
oblige one who has heen anaedeat wdmirer of your
pottina o

Uhien it the bottam of the page, * Send bill."

vl A Farmer in Michigan weites 1o anforin me
that Lo bas written @ poem on the Trognois tra-
Wit on of Huawath islies e th ®endorse ™ g,
wo it G may eseape ® the balefil milaence likely
to nrise in the minds of muny  that f mast e in
xare sort o copy of imitation of the Seng wf  Hia-
watha!'  Rather cool!

How well he bore all suetinfictions we all know,

O thinks of the gentlo seholar as a man who ean 1

uever hove wade ag enemy or lost a friend: anid
we lay down his antobiography (for sueh thio book
ean Garrly b ealledi with a feeling  thint in these
posthirmons paees he s openeil a view of lits own
<ol wm beantifol as the creations of his faney.
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